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DESIGN THINKING 
On recent tours of  our classrooms, I have come across many 
examples of  students engaged in “design thinking.”  For those 
of  you that may not have heard the term, you will 
undoubtedly recognize many of  its positive attributes as they 
mirror what real life problem solving is all about.  In some 
cases, students are asked to imagine a product (let’s say a 
paper chain), and they are given the bare essentials to create 
one (1 piece of  paper, scissors and tape).  They are given some 
basic instructions around the goal of  making the chains as 
long and strong as possible.  Students have to collaborate 
(share ideas in their small groups) and ultimately agree upon a 
plan.  They are only provided a short period of  time to 
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Upcoming Events  
Dec. 18th - Mayor and 
Council serve pancake 
breakfast at MVB!

Dec. 19th - Winter 
Concert @ Splatsin 
Centre. Doors open at 
12:00.  Performance is 
between 12:30-1:30.

Dec. 21st - Last Day 
before Winter Holiday 

Jan. 7 -School Re-Opens 

Jan 18 - Splatsin Parent 
Dinner 

Jan. 25 - Hot Lunch

Jan/Feb. Intermediate 
Winter Rec.  Dates & 
Times to be confirmed.

          

M.V. BEATTIE 
BULLETIN 

“The harder I work, the luckier I get.” - Mark Twain 
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accomplish the task.  Students must determine each of  their 
roles and responsibilities.  Once they complete the task, the 
students  reflect on what worked well and what may need to 
be adjusted.  Later, peers check each other’s work and provide 
feedback.  Sometimes the teacher orchestrates this learning  
as group work, as the aforementioned description shows (or 
the Kindergarten building projects), and at times they may 
choose a more individual approach, as evidenced by our 
Simple Machines projects in gr. 5/6 and the Fairy Houses in 
Gr. 4.   

M.V. BEATTIE ATHLETICS:  

This year we had gr. 5/6 boys and girls volleyball teams.  
Our M.V. Beattie Wildcat volleyball teams participated in 
a number of small jamborees and despite the fact that 
our competition was gr. 6/7, our kids did very well.  We 
also had a group of gr. 4 boys play volleyball once a 
week.  A big thank you to Mr. Huntington (gr. 5/6) and 
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          Wildcat Wednesdays! 

Everyone can show their school pride 

on “Wildcat Wednesdays” by 

purchasing a t-shirt, long-sleeve shirt 

or hoodie with one of  these two logos.  

While the Christmas order may be too 

late, we will order them whenever we 

have a minimum of  24 items for 

purchase. We have sizes to try on in 

the office. 



DECEMBER  NEWSLETTER Saturday, December 1, 2018

Mrs. Schalin (gr. 4s) for coaching.                                                                         

Lunch Basketball! 
We are now preparing for the upcoming basketball season.  
Every Tuesday and Thursday morning gr. 3-6 students are 
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Parent-Teacher 
“Goal Setting” 
Interviews

Thank you to the many 
parents/guardians who came 
out to speak with our teachers 
and collaborate on the 
creation of  meaningful goals.  
We will work with you to keep 
these goals at the forefront.  
Helping students to aspire to 
reach their potential is always 
time well spent.   
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invited to participate in skill sessions.  We are also in the 
process of creating a lunch hour rotation of intramural 
games.  It is great to see so many keen faces.  We have 
had as many as 24 students in the morning sessions, and 
last week during lunch time, we had 18 girls and 19 boys 
playing in the gym!        

        Recognizing Student Effort 

Over the years, I have tried to train myself away from saying 
things like, “Wow, that is amazing, you are so smart.” Although 
there may be some truth to that kind of comment, it actually 
helps to perpetuate the sense that some people simply “can” 
while others “can’t.” It also means that I am neglecting to 
recognize the amount of work that may have gone into the 
project or exam. I now try to say something that shows my 
respect for the effort, dedication and determination that the 
successful project demanded. Over the years, I think work ethic 
and perseverance have been hidden in the shadow of “smart” 
and “talented.” So, whether it is to publicly recognize our 
intermediate students for their hard work and for striving to be 
the best versions of themselves, or to let Kindies “read aloud” 
their first ever book that they authored and illustrated, 
celebrating our students for their dedication to hard work is a 
must!
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ENDERBY  

CHRISTMAS LIGHT 
UP 

Our staff and students made 
the annual pilgrimage 
downtown to Hungry Jack’s 
where we delivered 13 
gorgeous wreaths to help 
beautify our community.  
Despite the rain, our students 
happily made the journey to 
meet Santa and Mrs. Claus.  
Once again, the city and 
Hungry Jack’s spoiled us with 
hot chocolate and sugar 
cookies for all. Thanks to 
everyone who came out to join 
us! 


